LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the Longford Municipal District Chamber, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday, 
27th January 2016 at 4.00 p.m.

_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Seamus Butler,  Cathaoirleach.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne, Padraig Loughrey, Peggy Nolan, 



Mae Sexton  and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:            
Ms. Barbara Heslin, Deputy Chief Executive.   





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Acting Director of Services





Mr. Mark McNerney, Adminstrative Officer.





Mr. Eamon Bennett,  Senior Executive Engineer.





Mr. Con Diffley, NRA Liaison Engineer.





Ms. Mary Carleton Reynolds, County Librarian.






Ms. Janine Bartley, Community & Enterprise.
 MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor M. Sexton the minutes of 

Meeting of Longford Municipal District held on the 25th November 2015, as circulated, were 

confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
CORRESPONDENCE.

None.
PRESENTATION ON LONGFORD AGE FRIENDLY STRATEGY.

Ms. Catherine McGuigan, Programme Manager, Age Friendly Ireland, gave a comprehensive
report to the meeting regarding the Longford Age Friendly Initiative  -
· Details of Longford Age Friendly County Launch and Consultation.

· Key issues raised

· Outdoor spaces and buildings.

· Transportation.

· Housing.

· Social Participation.

· Respect & Social Inclusion.

· Civic Participation & Employment.

· Communication & Information.

· Community Support & Health Services.

· Models of Good Practice.

Next Steps are as follows  -

· Establish the Older Persons Council.

· Information Workshop with Key Stakeholders.

· Consultation with key alliance members.

· Engagement with senior management teams across the alliance.

· Support of elected representatives.

The members of the Municipal District thanked Catherine for her comprehensive report and 

assured her of the full support of the Municipal District.

PRESENTATION BY LONGFORD TIDY TOWNS GROUP.
Ms. Lisa Brady gave a comprehensive report to the meeting on the following –

· National Tidy Towns Awards. 

· Irish Business Against Litter results.

· Jobs undertaken by Tidy Towns.

· National Competition 2016 – Task Lists

· Longford Tidy Towns.

· Business Owners.

· Municipal District

Lisa reiterated that the aim of Longford Tidy Towns is to make Longford the 

Tidiest Town in Ireland.

The Cathaoirleach and Members congratulated Longford Tidy Towns on the outstanding 
Achievement of Longford Town being declared the Cleanest Town in Ireland in the 
2015 Anti-Litter League by Irish Business Against Litter (IBAL).

Special tributes were paid to Andy O’Dowd for his outstanding commitment to Longford 

Tidy Towns since 2002.

Lisa and Andy replied to queries raised by the members.

The members assured the Tidy Towns of the full support of the Municipal District.

Ms. B. Heslin, Deputy Chief Executive, updated the meeting on the following issues –

· Community Garden.

· Upgrading of Footpaths in Council owned housing estates and industrial estates.

· Entrances to industrial estates and consistency of signs for industrial estates.

· Purple Flag Award Scheme.

· Involvement of Probation Services in Tidy Towns projects.

It was agreed that the Tidy Towns will give an update at the May meeting of the Municipal 

District.
UPDATE ON PROPOSED WORKS AT THE CATHEDRAL JUNCTION.

David Hurley, Halcrow Barry Consulting Engineers, gave a comprehensive report to the meeting on the proposed changes to the road layout at the Cathedral Junction – Junction Improvement Proposed Design circulated to the members. Upgrades will also include enhanced public lighting and new footpaths.  Site investigations will commence in March and will be conducted at night to minimise congestion. The works will commence this summer to be completed by September.
Mr. Hurley and Con Diffley replied to queries raised by the members.

UPDATE ON BUS PARKING IN THE CAR PARK OPPOSITE ST. MEL’S 
CATHEDRAL and UPDATE ON PROVISION OF PARKING FACILITIES FOR 
BUSES IN LONGFORD TOWN.

Con Diffley, NRA Liaison Engineer, and David Hurley, Halcrow Barry Consulting Engineers, addressed the members regarding bus parking in the vicinity of St. Mel’s Cathedral. They stated that it is technically possible to accommodate one/two buses at the Cathedral Car Park but it would mean sacrificing all car parking in the present car park. Restricted turning space for buses at the nearby junction between St. Mel’s Road and Major’s Well Road would cause problems.

It was agreed that a report on a bus park adjacent to St. Joseph’s National School be prepared in conjunction with the drafting of new bye-laws for that location.
UPDATE ON PARKING AT SCOIL EIMEAR NATIONAL SCHOOL, LONGFORD.

It was noted that there is no update regarding parking at Scoil Eimear National School.

         Ms. B. Heslin, Deputy Chief Executive suggested that this item should be taken of the agenda for the moment. This was agreed by the members.
UPDATE ON PROVISION OF CCTV AT OAKVALE HOUSING ESTATE 
LONGFORD.
It was noted that Memo of Understanding was forwarded to the Garda authorities for their 
review.
UPDATE ON ONGOING PARKING PROBLEMS AT SOCIAL WELFARE 
OFFICES.
B. Heslin stated that a response is awaited from the Office of Public Works regarding the ongoing parking problems at the Social Welfare Offices.  A meeting is scheduled with officials from Social Welfare on the 4th February.

TAKING IN CHARGE OF BATTERY COURT HOUSING ESTATE, 
DEMESNE, LONGFORD
   On the proposal of Councillor  Mae Sexton   seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was 

   unanimously agreed to the taking in Charge of Battery Court Housing Estate, Demesne, 

   Longford, as circulated.

The following queries raised by the members to be clarified  -

· Taking in charge of the public lighting in the Estate.

· Taking in charge of the pump station.
FLANCARE LINK ROAD.

On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was 
unanimously agreed that the Flancare Link Road be declared a Public Road, in accordance

with report circulated with the Agenda for the meeting  -

· From the Roundabout on the N63 located to the west of the Railway line through the Flancare development to the roundabout on the 

L-1175 located immediately to the west of the Railway Line. 

· The Taking in Charge to be inclusive of the roundabouts on the N63, the L-1175 and both internal roundabouts as well as the section of road leading from the internal roundabout to the Gleann Riada Housing Estate. 
· All other roads in the Flancare development not to be part of the Taking in Charge proposal.

The members also referred to the taking in charge procedure for the road and roadway into the Primary Care Centre which will require further examination.
UPDATE ON THE TAKING IN CHARGE OF “DUN DARRACH” HOUSING
ESTATE, DUBLIN ROAD, LONGFORD    
E. Bennett informed the meeting that a number of legal issues are being clarified regarding

the taking in charge of Dun Darrach Housing Estate.

This item to remain on the Agenda for the Municipal District.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.
CCTV Cameras at Palace Drive/Grian Ard, Longford.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Browne and seconded by 

Councillor  P. Nolan-

" I call on Longford Municipal Council to have CCTV cameras installed at Palace Drive / 
Grian Ard  Longford in order to combat criminal damage and vandalism."

Councillor Browne declared an interest in this item.

It was agreed that this issue will be referred to the Joint Policing Committee for further consideration.
Designated Centres Grant Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by 

Councillor S. Butler -

“Following the recent announcement that Mullingar and Athlone are each to be allocated 
€1.5m under the Designated Urban Centres Grant Scheme 
towards regeneration of their 
Town Centres, I propose that we write to the Minister for the Environment, Community &
 Local Government and to the Oireachtas Members from the Longford/Westmeath 
Constituency, to inquire why Longford was not included for consideration for funding under 
the scheme. This is despite the fantastic efforts being made by Longford County 
Council to 
implement an ambitious and essential Regeneration Plan to develop the social and economic 
future of Longford.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment, Community & 

Local Government and to the Longford/Westmeath Oireachtas members regarding the 

Designated Urban Centres Grant Scheme.

A.O.B.
Broadband in the Stonepark Area – Councillor G. Warnock.

The members requested that the issue of Broadband in the Stonepark area, particularly the

National School, be referred to the I.T. Sub-Committee of the Council. 
Residential Price Property Register  -  Councillor M. Sexton.
Councillor Sexton requested that a letter be forwarded to the Property Services Regulatory 

Authority seeking clarity regarding  house prices listed in the Residential Price Property
Register.

Relinquishment of Right of Way at Teffia Park  -  Councillor G. Warnock.

E. Bennett informed the meeting that the relinquishment of the Right of Way at Teffia Park is 

being progressed.

1916 Commemoration  -  Councillor S. Butler.

Councillor S. Butler queried if properties/points of interest in the town with connections to 

those involved in the 1916 Rising could be identified and plaques placed at these locations.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ______________
_
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the
24th February 2016.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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